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REPORT NO. FT 120 


EXPLANATION OF SAMPLING PROCEDURE FOR IMPORT SHIPMENTS 
INDIVIDUALLY VALUED UNDER $100 


As described in the September 1953 issue of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, formal immediate 
consumption items valued at less than $100+* which have in the past been included in the statistics 
on a tull-coverage basis are being included on an estimated basis effective with July 1953 statis- 
tics. The estimates are made from a 10 percent probability sample of the under $100 items. Under 
the new procedure, two new Schedule A classifications have been established for reporting these 


shipments in the commodity statistics as follows: 


9999 100 - Formal immediate consumption items valued 


at less than $100, free of duty. 


9999 200 - Formal immediate consumption items valued at 


less than $100, dutiable. 


These Schedule A classifications are included in subgroup 93 "Miscellaneous articles, n.e.s." 
(or in "LV Miscellaneous Commodities - Group 9") under each country in this report. The effect of 
this procedure on the subgroup totals shown on page is probably less than 2 percent (or less than 


$1,000 if the figure is less than $50,000) except where noted. 


Tke estimated figures included under each country are of course subject to a sampling error. 
However, the effect of this error on any country total is probably less than 2 percent (or less 


than $1,000 if the figure is less than $50,000) except where noted. 


‘The sample is selected from only the immediate consumption items, which constitute the bulk of the entry 
items valued at less than $100. Warehouse entry and warehouse withdrawal items valued at less than $100 are fully 
compiled, since sampling these items would result in very little savings and might result in significantly less ac- 
currate figures on changes in the amounts of particular commodities in warehouse. 


GENERAL EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 


The import statistics include government as well as nongovern- 
ment shipments of merchandise from foreign countries to the United 
States. However, American goods returned by the United States 
armed forces for their own use are excluded. Shipments into the 
United States from its territories and possessions and shipments 
between the territories and possessions are not reported as United 
States imports, but imports into Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico 
from foreign countries are considered to be United States imports 
and are included in this report. Merchandise shipped through the 
United States in transit from one foreign country to another is 
not reported as imports. In general, the import statistics are a 
complete record of merchandise which moves into the United States 
from foreign countries (except for intransit shipments), but there 
are some exclusions of items of relatively small importance in 
terms of total value such as merchandise valued at $100 or less 
which is entered informally. 

Imports for consumption shown in this report consist of mer- 
chandise entered into United States consumption channels, 1i.e., 
merchandise released fromCustoms custody immediately upon arrival, 
merchandise entered into bonded manufacturing warehouses (other 
than smelting and refining warehouse), merchandise withdrawn from 
bonded storage warehouse for release into domestic consumption 
channels, and imported ores and crude metals which have been proc- 
essed in bonded smelting warehouse. 


RELATED INFORMATION 


Information is also compiled for general imports, which repre- 
sent total arrivals of imported goods (except for intransit ship- 
ments), i.e., merchandise released from Customs custody immediately 
upon arrival, plus merchandise entered into bonded storage ware- 
house, bonded manufacturing warehouse, and bonded smelting and re- 
fining warehouse, immediately upon arrival. General import figures 
covering total trade, country totals and Customs district totals 
are published monthly. General import commodity statistics are 
not published but are available for reference purposes. Infor- 
mation on merchandise withdrawn from bonded storage warehouses for 
exportation (not included in either imports for consumption or 
general imports) is also availabe for reference purposes. 

Trade between the United States and its territories and posses- 
sions (not included as United States imports) is presented sepa- 
rately in Report No. FT 800. Statistics on the movement of in- 
transit merchandise arriving at or leaving the United States by 
vessel (not included in this report) are also compiled and pre- 
sented in summary form in Report No. FT 985. In addition, trans- 
portation statistics (showing shipping weight as well as value in- 
formation) are compiled covering that part of general imports of 
merchandise which arrives by vessel. Summary vessel transporta- 
tion statistics for both imports and exports are presented in Re- 
port No. FI 985. A more complete description of the coverage and 
presentation of these separate shipping statistics will be found 
in the introduction to that report. 


SOURCE OF INFORMATION 


The source of information for all of the imports included in 
this report, is the formal import entry (various Customs forms), 
which importers. are required to file with Collectors of Customs 
for each shipment arriving in the United States. Importers are 
instructed to report value and country of origin information in 
accordance with the definitions given below. 


VALUATION 


The values are in general based on market or selling price, 
and are in general f.o.b. the exporting country. (Transportation 
costs to the United States may inadvertently be included in the 
case of merchandise which is not subject to an import duty based 
on value.) United States import duties are excluded. 


COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 


The country of origin is defined as the country where the mer- 
{chandise was grown, mined or manufactured. In the event the 
importer can not readily obtain information as to the country of 
origin for a shipment, it is credited, for statistical purposes, 
to the country of shipment. Countries are reported as defined in 
Schedule C, Classification of Country Designations Used in Com- 
piling the United States Foreign Trade Statistics. Schedule C 
shows the descriptions of the countries, adjacent provinces, ter- 
Titories, islands, or other areas considered a part of each country 
for statistical purposes. It is published as a part of Schedule A 
(see "Commodity Subgroup Information," below). A separate edition 
is also available free upon request to the Bureau of the Census. 
In this report countries are listed according to continents, in 
sequence within each continent from north to south and west to 
east, in accordance with their arrangement in Schedule C. The 
Table of Contents on page 5, which lists the countries in this 
order, will assist in locating the data for individual countries. 
The omission of a country name from this report indicates no im- 
ports from that country. 


COMMODITY SUBGROUP INFORMATION 


For presentation in this report, the commodity information 
compiled in terms of the classifications established in Schedule A, 
Statistical Classification of Commodities Imported into the United 
States, 1s summarized into approximately a’hundred subgroups of 
related commodities. It is presented in the order in which the 
subgroup classifications are numbered in Schedule A. Reference to 
the table on page 6 will show the subgroup numbers, their unabbre- 
viated descriptions, and the range of numbers of the individual 
Schedule A classifications included in each. For precise infor- 
mation as to the commodity content of individual subgroups, refer- 
ence should be made to the descriptions in Schedule A of the 


‘numbered classifications included. 


SOURCES GF FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT IMPORT STATISTICS 


A complete discussion of the compilation procedures and coverage 
for import statistics will be found in the Foreword to the latest 
edition of Foreign Commerce and Navigation of the United States. 
Regular subscribers to FI reports are automatically supplied with 
copies of Foreign Trade Statistics Notes, a monthly publication 
containing information of value to users of foreign trade statis- 
tics (such as, changes in type of shipments covered by current 
statistics, unusual shipments, problems of valuation, classifica- 
tion, etc.). A catalog of United States Foreign Trade Statistical 
Publications is also available. Data in this report are available 
for reference purposes prior to the publication of the report or 
may be obtained in advance of publication on payment of the cost 
for a special report. Reports on a cost basis can also be arranged 
for to obtain additional detail compiled but not published. For 
free copies of the "Explanation of Statistics" orthe catalog or 
for further information regarding reference copies of tabulations 
or the availability of special reports, request should be made to 
the Bureau of the Census. ~ 
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